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Devotional Thoughts
Made whole
by Pastor Jim Strelan
Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind,
the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at
his feet; and he healed them (Matthew 15:30).
Read Matthew 15:29–31
Can you imagine the scene? Perhaps Jesus sitting on a rock
on the mountainside and the crowds bringing to him ‘the
lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others’. Expectations. Anticipation. And Jesus heals them.
Lives changed forever. Imagine the wonder as things happened that they never thought would happen.
Imagine the joy, both for those who were healed and for those who had brought them to Jesus. Amazing.
We’ve seen in the past few days of devotional readings how Jesus brought sight to the blind. Today’s reading
shows us that he healed many others. That’s what God promised the Messiah would do and what Jesus was
doing. God’s ultimate desire, acted out in Jesus, is that this broken world be made whole. That you are made

whole – in your body, spirit and relationships. Not just you but all of creation – made whole as God originally
intended it to be.
Some of that ‘making whole’ God does directly. He still heals miraculously in ways we can’t explain. God still
mends us when we are riddled with guilt and shame, and God turns our eyes to the cross. He still allows
nature to take its course as he intended – for example, by returning life after devastating bushfires. Doctors,
surgeons, scientists and amazing people like Fred Hollows, who brought sight to so many blind people, all do
God’s work of making whole. And we wait in anticipation for that time when all things will be made new,
complete and whole (Revelation 21:1–5).
Don’t let Jesus just be someone captured in the pages of a book that describes long-ago events. He is with
us always, for all time. And he still wants to make you whole. Place yourself at his feet, as did those who
brought their sick to Jesus on that mountainside.
Lord Jesus, make everything in me that is broken whole, and equip me to be an agent of healing to
those around me. Amen.

Awards

Isabelle Ward - Excellent effort with spelling &
handwriting.

Jagger Smith - Using initiative & his interest in
the Periodic Table to inform his school work.

Notices
Important Dates
All the below dates are to the best of our
knowledge and may change at short notice
depending on COVID-19 restrictions.
November 2021
1st - Student Free Day
2nd - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday Student Free
12th - Dress Up Day
16th - Kinder Transition Day
18th - Year 7 Transition DMSC
23rd - Kinder Transition Day
26th - Report Writing Day (Student Free)
30th - Kinder Transition Day

December 2021
1st - Year 7 Transition Day DMSC
7th - State Wide Transition Day
10th - Last Day Term 4 (normal finish time)

No Hat No Play
Our No Hat No Play policy is back for Term 4 and
Term 1. All students must have a broad brimmed
hat to wear at recess and lunch. We have
sunscreen for students to apply as well, however if
you would like to provide your own, please send it
with your child clearly labelled with your child's
name.

Subscribe to the Newsletter
If you would like to subscribe to our newsletter and
get it by email, please email
admin@spls.vic.edu.au and we will add you to the
list.

Mosquito Spray
Absent Days
If your child is going to be absent from school,
please contact the office on 5389 1626 or email
admin@spls.vic.edu.au

We currently have mosquitoes taking shelter in the
cool of the pine trees at school.
We have Aeroguard available for students to put
on. We strongly encourage children to either bring
their own repellent labelled with their name or
make use of the repellent available at school.

Student Free Days
A reminder Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd
November are student free days. There will be no
buses running either day.
Friday 26th November will also be a student free
day. Teachers will be using the day to write end of
year reports.

Transition Days
Transition Days have been confirmed and will go
ahead as planned.
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